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 Artsreviews
DANCE

The Winter’s Tale
ROYAL OPERA HOUSE, LONDON 

!e Winter’s Tale, Christopher 
Wheeldon’s new work for the 
Royal Ballet, is half rushed, half 
lush. Adapting Shakespeare’s 
romance of jealousy and 
renewal, Wheeldon canters 
through the story’s early 
torments. It’s not until we reach 
the pastoral second act that the 
production finds room  
to breathe.

A brisk prologue introduces 
the kings Leontes of Sicilia and 
Polixenes of Bohemia, Leontes’ 
marriage to Hermione and the 
birth of their son Mamilius. 
It’s clear, streamlined story-
telling, but the breakneck pace 
leaves these characters too 
anonymous, with rhubarbing 
gestures for friendship  
and love. 

Leontes’ unreasoning  
jealousy strikes in a fine  
image: his hand on Hermione’s 
pregnant bump turns  
clawlike, a poisonous spider 
sending twists through the  
rest of Edward Watson’s 
writhing body.  

As the story moves from 
wintry Sicilia to Bohemia, the 

ballet opens up. Bob Crowley’s 
set is a ravishing green tree, 
hung with golden charms. At 
once, we’re in a different world, 
warmly lit by Natasha Katz, 
accompanied by a hazy, curling 
flute solo.  

Sarah Lamb is a serene 
Perdita, all flowing lines, while 
Steven McRae dances Florizel 
with ardent energy.

!e last act brings Sicilia and 
Bohemia back together, uniting 
the production’s strengths and 
weaknesses. Shakespeare ends 
the ballet with the restoration 
of Hermione, but Wheeldon’s 
pas de deux can’t match the 
magic of its source.
ZOË ANDERSON Verdict: x

THEATRE

A Small Family Business
NATIONAL THEATRE: OLIVIER, LONDON 

Corruption (like charity) 
begins at home, we perceive in 
Alan Ayckbourn’s play, written 
expressly for the Olivier 
!eatre in 1987 and now 
revived there in this spirited 
production by Adam Penford. 
Hailed, at its premiere, as a 
lethally funny response to the 
“greed is good” ethos of the 
!atcher era, the piece blends 
morality fable and black farce.  

Nigel Lindsay is splendid 
as the initially honest Jack 
McCracken who kicks off his 

regime as head of the family 
furniture business with a 
pious pep talk about the evils of 
pilfering paper clips. But almost 
immediately he is compro-
mised when, in return for 
hushing up his druggie daugh-
ter’s shoplifting, he gives a job 
to Matthew Cottle’s creepily 
insinuating private investi-
gator. What’s energising is the 
remorseless logic with which 
Ayckbourn pursues his slip-
pery-slope thesis.
PAUL TAYLOR Verdict: 

CLASSICAL

Rachlin, LPO, Boreyko
ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL, LONDON

!e global success of Henryk 
Górecki’s !ird Symphony 
fuelled great expectations for 
his posthumous Fourth, which 
its co-commissioners the 
London Symphony Orchestra 
under Andrey Boreyko have 
now premiered. It’s as big a 
beast as the !ird, but lacks 
its persuasive force. Since 
Gorecki couldn’t complete 
it, his composer son Mikolaj 
finished the orchestration from 

the piano score. It turns 
on the contrast between 

ruminative delicacy and thun-
derous repetition, and although 
Boreyko and his performers 
give it their all, that contrast is 
too crudely conceived. 

!e rest of this concert was 
superb. First we had Stèle in 
Memoriam Igor Stravinsky, 
Tansman’s own tribute to the 
Russian master, then Julian 
Rachlin took the solo part in 
Stravinsky’s Violin Concerto in 
D, bringing out its beauty with a 
wonderfully sensitive line.
MICHAEL CHURCH Verdict: 

If you only see  
one thing today

FILM
Wrinkles
15, IGNACIO FERRERAS, 89 MINS 
We are so used to cartoon 
features aimed at kids that 
an animated film set in a care 
home for the elderly comes as a 
complete surprise. The film has a 
defiance and humour reminiscent 
of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, 
and it’s far more uplifting than 
its subject matter might suggest. 
Limited release

Artsagenda
THE CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

YOU HAVE TO SEE

VISUAL ARTS

Henri Matisse: The Cut-Outs 
TATE MODERN, LONDON SE1 
Henri Matisse was prevented from 
painting when he was diagnosed 
with bowel cancer in 1941. Out of 
suffering, he produced some of his 
most astonishing work. This exhibi-
tion includes 130 cut-outs, made 
from the late 1930s until his death in 
1954. (020 7887 8888) to 7 Sept

British Surrealism Unlocked
ABBOT HALL GALLERY, KENDAL
Key British surrealist works from 
the collection of Dr Jeffrey Sherwin, 
amassed by the GP over 25 years, and 
exhibiting extraordinary diversity of 
style. (01539 722464) to 21 Jun

Joseph Beuys  
and Jorg Immendor!
ASHMOLEAN, OXFORD 
This exhibition, Art Belongs to the 
People!, showcases important works 
by the two German artists, focusing 
on the period from 1968 onwards as 
student protests erupted around the 
world. (01865 278000) to 31 Aug

Paintings By JMW Turner  
And Helen Frankenthaler
TURNER CONTEMPORARY, MARGATE
This major exhibition juxtaposes 
the work of a Romantic 19th-
century Briton and an Abstract 
Expressionist 20th-century Amer-
ican, aiming to find links across the 
centuries in the approach of each to 
their natural surroundings and 
depiction of landscape. (01843 
233000) to 11 May

Bailey’s Stardust
NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY,  
LONDON WC2
A major show featuring more than 
250 portraits spanning 50-plus years 
of the British photographer’s career. 
Includes shots of shop fronts,  
bomb sites and streets in Bethnal 
Green, Shadwell and Whitechapel 
from between 1961 and 1962. (020  
7312 2463) to 1 Jun

Artist Rooms: Martin Creed
TATE BRITAIN, LONDON SW1
A collection of works across 
different media from the endlessly 
innovative Turner Prize-winning 
artist. (020 7887 8888) to 1 May

FILM
Locke 
15, STEVEN KNIGHT, 85MINS
Set over the course of his drive 
down the M6 from the Midlands to 
London, this is a real-time human 
drama played out over a hands-free 
carphone, during which we see 
stress fractures appear and then  
spread throughout the life of an 
architectural engineer, played with 
extraordinary gravitas and pathos 
by Tom Hardy. Nationwide release

COMEDY
The April Fools  
Comedy Concert
ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL, LONDON SE1
Conductor, musician and very 
funny man to boot, Rainer Hersch 
(below), gives a comic twist to the 
classical experience. He’s joined  
by the London Firebird Orchestra 
and brilliant curmudgeon Rich Hall 
– in the guise of grizzled country 
singer Otis Lee Crenshaw – for “a 
guaranteed laugh every four bars”. 
(0844 875 0073) tonight

We Are the Best! 
15, LUKAS MOODY"ON, 102MINS
Like School of Rock without adult 
supervision, Lukas Moodysson’s 
comedy about a punk band formed 
by three 13-year-old girls in Stock-
holm is an irrepressible joy. It’s 
about how being a teenaged outsider 
can sometimes be lonely and painful 
– but can also feel righteous and 
good. Nationwide release

Rebel without a Cause 
PG, NICHOLAS RAY, 108MINS
The three films on which the  
reputation of the eternal teenager 
James Dean rests are all being  
re-released in new 4k digital  
restorations. Giant and East of Eden 
look great on the big screen, but 
Rebel, that most vivid of teen  
melodramas, is the masterpiece  
of the three. Limited release

The Raid 2 
18, GARETH EVANS, 150 MINS
Gareth Evans’s Jakarta-set thriller 
follows elite cop Rama (Iko Uwais) 
as he goes undercover to flush out 
corrupt cops colluding with the Mob. 
It isn’t subtle – but the outlandish, 
stomach-churning fight sequences 
(featuring martial arts, hammers, 
baseball bats, axes, shards of 
glass and spades) are tackled with 
tremendous relish and energy. 
Nationwide release

Calvary 
15, JOHN MICHAEL MCDONAGH, 101MINS
Brendan Gleeson’s soulful Catholic 
priest tends to his parish of troubled 
oddballs in John Michael McDon-
agh’s darker but still funny follow-up 
to The Guard. Nationwide release

The Lunchbox 
PG, RITESH BATRA, 105MINS
A mix-up by the “dabbawala” 
lunchbox delivery system in 
Mumbai results in an epistolary 
romance between a housewife and 
the widower office worker who eats 
her food. Ritesh Batra’s debut is 
a tender, old-fashioned romantic 
comedy about a connection between 
two souls previously lost amid the 
bustle of a modern metropolis.  
Delicious. Nationwide release

Willow and Wind 
PG, MOHAMMAD-ALI TALEBI, 81MINS
Re-released to coincide with Mark 
Cousins’ Story of Children and Film 
documentary, this warmly told 
and lively 1999 Iranian miniature, 
scripted by Abbas Kiarostami, 
presents a boy’s mock-heroic quest 
to reglaze his classroom window as 
the stuff of gripping human adven-
ture. Limited release

The Double 
15, RICHARD AYOADE, 93MINS
Richard Ayoade directs this adapta-
tion of the Dostoevsky story with the 
same distinctive visual and comedic 
sensibility that he showed in his 
quirky debut, Submarine. But it is a 
small and bleak film, about small and 
bleak lives. Jesse Eisenberg is very 
good as a diffident office worker who 
feels like he’s only half there; and 
nearly as convincing as the hyper-
confident doppelganger who ruins 
his life. Nationwide release

The Past 
12A, ASGHAR FARHADI, 130 MINS
The Iranian director Asghar Farhadi 
brings extraordinary powers of 
observation to this family drama, 
in which Ahmad (Ali Mosaffa) has 
come back to France from Iran 
to finalise his divorce from Marie 
(Bérénice Bejo). It’s an exquisitely 
made film which probes away at the 
rawest, most intimate emotions of 
its characters. Limited release

20 Feet From Stardom 
12A, MORGAN NEVILLE, 91MINS
This Oscar-winning documentary, 
as the best documentaries often 
do, shines a spotlight onto previ-
ously unsung subjects. In this case, 
the backing singers who made acts 
including Elvis, Stevie Wonder and 
the Rolling Stones sound good. 
Limited release

POP
Ben Watt & Bernard Butler
VARIOUS VENUES
Half of Everything But the Girl 
returns with Hendra, his first solo 
album in 31 years. There’s a lot of 
lived experience behind it: Watt calls 
it “simply a folk-rock record in an 
electronic age”, but warm, deep 
riches reside in his midlife medita-
tions. Providing accompaniment is 
former Suede guitar-strangler 
Bernard Butler. Bodega, Nottingham 
(0871 220 0260) tonight; Boileroom, 
Guildford (0871 220 0260) Tue

THEATRE
Jeeves and Wooster in 
Perfect Nonsense
DUKE OF YORK’S THEATRE,  
LONDON WC2
Bertie hires a West End theatre to 
perform a one-man show about a 
weekend at Totleigh Towers. 
Robert Webb and Mark Heap star 
in Sean Foley’s top-hole produc-
tion. (0844 871 7623) to 20 Sept

Everybody’s talking about

Hebru Brantley:  
Everyone’s Everything
MEAD CARNEY FINE ART, LONDON W1

Why is everybody talking about it?
!e artist hit the headlines in the US 
when Jay Z bought his work at Art 
Basel in Miami and asked that it be 
personally delivered by the artist at 
the end of the day. What a service. 

Is it worth the hype? Yes, this street 
artist turned gallery regular is a big 
name on the east coast of America - 
this is his first show in Europe.

Watch out for Playful paintings 
visualising notions of heroism and 
fantasy. 

 Until 3 May (meadcarney.com)

Brody Dalle 
VARIOUS VENUES
The pram in the hall is not the enemy 
of rock’n’roll. Last spied fronting the 
primal-garage rumpus of Spinner-
ette, Brody Dalle returns with the 
catchy swagger of “Meet the Foetus”, 
its chorus (“Sh-sh-sh-shot through 
the heart, baby, I’m gonna love you 
forever!”) designed to embed itself in 
your life like a newborn. Garage, 
Glasgow (0844 844 0444) tonight; 
Academy, Manchester (0844 844 0444) 
Tue; Electric Ballroom, London NW1 
(0844 844 0444) Thur; Leadmill, Shef-
field (0844 844 0444) Fri

Marissa Nadler
VARIOUS VENUES
Marissa Nadler’s new album is called 
July, but this Boston-based singer’s 
sepulchral spook-folk evokes more 
autumnal moods. Sparse settings 
leave space for her poised voice and 
haunting, hypnotic hymnals to take 
hold: and take hold they do, like a 
recurring dream of some past trauma. 
Square Chapel for the Arts, Halifax 
(0844 4771 000) tonight; Komedia, 
Brighton (0844 4771 000) Tue; Café Oto, 
London E8 (wegottickets.com) Wed

Gallon Drunk
LEXINGTON, LONDON N1
Come along, my baby, whole lotta 
Brylcreem going on. James John-
ston’s sleaze-abilly reprobates 
return to quiver and howl over the 
jazz-punk, swamp-blues riot of The 
Soul of the Hour, reasserting their 
commitment to noise, swagger,  
sex and Stooges references with a 
resilience that the Amazing  
Snakeheads should aspire to.  
(wegottickets.com) tonight

COMEDY
Adam Buxton
DUCHE" THEATRE, LONDON WC2
The drum-roll set-up for Kernel Panic 
– “Adam Buxton looks within the 
soul of his laptop and considers how 
we present ourselves in the net age” 
– may be a little too much: in fact, 
this is Buxton, once again, trawling 
YouTube for very funny videos (and 
ripping apart the comments that 
people make underneath). But it’s 
still wildly entertaining. (theinvisi-
bledot.com) to Fri

OPERA
Khovanskygate:  
A National Enquiry
FREEDOM TENT, CANNON HILL,  
PEOPLE’S PARK, BIRMINGHAM 
Graham Vick brings his immersive 
community chorus approach to bear 
on Mussorgsky’s final opera, a sear-
ingly topical exposé of factional power-
struggles in a Russia divided between 
old-guard reactionaries and western-
ising modernisers. (0121 246 6632) to Fri

First 
Chance
Opening 
this week
  

COMEDY
Katherine Ryan
SOHO THEATRE,  
LONDON W1
Sardonic Canadian Kath-
erine Ryan delivers pop-
culture nuggets and bouts 
of filth delivered with 
butter-wouldn’t-melt 
insouciance. (020 7478 
0100) opens Tue

THEATRE
The Play That  
Goes Wrong
FESTIVAL THEATRE, 
MALVERN
Mischief !eatre 
Company take on the old 
Noises Off conceit of a play 
going disastrously wrong 
and come up trumps. 
(01684 892277) opens Tue

DANCE
Birmingham  
Royal Ballet
CRESCENT THEATRE, 
BIRMINGHAM
Alexander Whitley’s new 
Kin, Kit Holder’s new 
Quatrain and Frederick 
Ashton’s romantic ballet 
Les Rendezvous. (0121 643 
5858) opens !ur

Last 
Chance
Closing 
this week
  

THEATRE
Two Into One
MENIER CHOCOLATE 
FACTORY,  
LONDON SE1
Ray Cooney directs 
and stars in a 
smartly cast revival 
of his !atcher-era 
political farce. (020 
7378 1713) ends Sat

VISUAL ARTS
Lara Schnitger
MODERN ART, 
LONDON W1
!e Dutch artist’s 
wood and fabric 
sculptures  
address cultural 
stereotypes and 
taboos. (modernart.
net) ends Sat

La traviata
ROYAL OPERA HOUSE, LONDON WC2 
The German soprano Diana 
Damrau stars as the camellia-
carrying courtesan, opposite 
Sardinian tenor Francesco 
Demuro and Russian baritone 
Dmitri Hvorostovsky as Germont 
fils et père, in the umpteenth 
revival of Richard Eyre’s safe 
staging of Verdi’s modern 
morality. (020 7304 4000)  
tonight & Thur

Faust
ROYAL OPERA HOUSE, LONDON WC2 
Joseph Calleja and Bryn Terfel 
star in a revival of David McVicar’s 
down-and-dirty staging of  
Gounod’s sanctimonious take  
on Goethe’s fable. Last two 
performances. (020 7304 4000) 
tonight & Fri

THEATRE
King Lear
NATIONAL THEATRE: OLIVIER, 
LONDON SE1
Simon Russell Beale and Sam 
Mendes offer a powerfully 
searching account of the tragedy 
that ponders every detail with 
fresh rigour. Thrillingly played. 
(020 7452 3000) to 28 May

I Can’t Sing!
LONDON PALLADIUM, W1
A satire on The X Factor endorsed 
by Simon Cowell sounds an 
improbable proposition – but this 
£6m musical spoof concocted by 
Harry Hill, composer Steve Brown 
and director Sean Foley has a 
bonkers charm. Nigel Harman’s 
delicious performance nails the 
narcissistic quality of the pop 
mogul. (0844 811 0058) to 25 Oct

Blithe Spirit
GIELGUD THEATRE, LONDON W1
Angela Lansbury reprises her 
2009 turn as Madame Arcati, 
Noël Coward’s eccentric 
medium, in Michael Blakemore’s 
wittily assured production.  
It’s the way she emphasises  
the medium’s batty and strangely 
admirable self-belief that  
makes her portrayal so funny  
and endearing. (0844 482 5130)  
to 7 Jun

Other Desert Cities
OLD VIC, LONDON SE1
An intimate, in-the-round config-
uration serves well the focus on a 
politically divided household in 
Jon Robin Baitz’s witty, blistering 
play. It’s Christmas Eve in the 
Palm Beach home of an old Holly-
wood family, where the return of 
novelist daughter Brooke  
triggers turmoil. Martha 
Plimpton beautifully captures 
Brooke’s vulnerability and self-
regard in Lindsay Posner’s  
superlatively acted production. 
(0844 871 7628) to 24 May
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