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Kirsty Mitchell, The Ghost Swift, archival pigment print, 140 x 91 cm, edition of 5

Mead Carney is pleased to present “Wonderland’, a new selling exhibition by award winning fine art
photographer Kirsty Mitchell.

‘Wonderland' is a project created over the course of five years as an homage to the artist’s mother who tragically

passed away in 2008.

Having worked in fashion for a number of years, Kirsty understood the constructed and filmic nature of the
photographic image. Building on this, she incorporated childlike whim through the creation of her favorite
fairytales that her mother read to her as a child. With minimal support and finances, she built what can be
likened to a film set in order to stage each frame. The tailor-made dresses and make-up add an element of high
fashion into the work. However, props such as ships, headdresses and books transform the image further; each

item carefully built and placed so as to convey & personal sense of imagination.

Kirsty's oeuvre is whimsical and dream-like. It consists of over 70 photographs that intertwine fantasy, literature
and personal mediations. The selection presented shows the breadth and complexity of the highly constructed
artworks. The highly saturated colours give a vivid, fairytale quality to each image. Intense contrasts intensify the



Kirsty's oeuvre is whimsical and dream-like. It consists of over 70 photographs that intertwine fantasy, literature
and personal mediations. The selection presented shows the breadth and complexity of the highly constructed
artworks. The highly saturated colours give a vivid, fairytale quality to each image. Intense contrasts intensify the
surreal quality of each work; reality is undermined by the lack of gravity and soft lighting.

Upon completion in November 2014, “Wonderland' immediately won 2 international awards, with over 280,000
followers on its social media. It has been extensively featured throughout the world achieving a viral status
online, and has been published by prestigious names such as Harper's Bazaar, Vogue Italia, The Guardian, BBC
news, Germany's Spiegel Online and Stern magazine to name but a few.

Kirsty Mitchell received a Higher National Diploma from the London College of Fashion and a Bachelor’s
degree from Ravensbourne College of Art. She interned at the studios of Alexander McQueen and Hussein
Chalayan. Before leaving fashion to pursue photography, she worked as a senior designer at Karen Millen for
over ten years. Following her mother’s illness and passing, she began to create what is now known as
‘“Wonderland'. The images warranted coverage from BBC News, Italian Vogue, and Polish Harper's Bazaar, to
name a few. She won a number of awards including the grand prize for visual storytelling by Lensculture in 2014
and a place as the Nikon Ambassador of Fine Art Photography.

Kirsty intends to publish the highly anticipated ‘Wonderland' book in collaboration with esteemed British book
designer Stuart Smith for Christmas 2015. She will be launching & major Kickstarter campaign backed by the
photography platform LensCulture before the end of May, and will document its progress through & series of
video diaries throughout its development.
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Kirsty Mitchell is currently displaying 18 images from her
fantastically successful “Wonderland' photographic series at
the prestigious West London art gallery, Mead Carney. It's safe
to say that this is an enormous show in every respect, with
many of her prints reaching 2 metres in length. The tiny
details that Kirsty packs into every last square inch of her
images are completely deserving of such large prints. The
costumes and props used throughout Wonderland are all
designed and handcrafted by Kirsty and her close friends.
Each costume is a work of art in it's own right and you can only get a true sense for the level
of attention to detail that goes into them when her images are brought to life in these
magnificent prints.

Kirsty's keen eye and dedication to perfecting her images lasts long after the last frame has
been captured and the smoke has quite literally cleared. Running exceptionally detailed tests,
Kirsty evaluates every last pixel and drop of ink to ensure that her fine art, limited edition
prints meet with her approval before letting them be seen by her ever-growing fanbase. It's
this level of involvement, along with her extraordinary skill and imagination that have
garnered Kirsty recognition from respected voices all over the world during the course of
Wonderland's growth - leading to her being named as Nikon Ambassador for Fine Art. There
have been many articles in recent weeks focusing on her current show, including The Daily
Telegraph and popular photo sharing platform - 500px.com.

Tags: art, art gallery, artist, fine art, Fine Art Giclee Printing, Fine Art Photography Printing, fine art
printers, fine art printing surrey, gallery, giclée, giclee photo printers London, giclee photo printing
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"The first time I went to the studio
to see what they had done with
my work, I was amazed - [ had
no idea that reproducing my
pictures could be so exciting! Fine
Art Solutions work with me to
find out exactly what I want,
their input is invaluable. People
often say to me, Oh, I thought that
was the original!™

— Lydia Kiernan

View all

Fine Art Solutions
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Kirsty Mitchell's wonderland serles Is the cuimination of a five year labour of love
~ It's a set of photographs created In homage to her mother who passed away In
2008. Mitchell has recreated the falrytales her mother used to read to her using a
healthy dose of Imagination, and her background In fashion Is clearly evident in
these elaborate set pleces.

All of the photographs are visually striking, filled with bright colours and surrea
situations — both In the clothing worn and her Interpretation of the natural world.
In this world dresses can be made of books, and ships seem to grow on trees -
It's completely over the top and &ll the better for It.

The full serles consists of over 70 photographs and a selection of these will be
avallable to view In the gallery, or all of them can be found on .
we're looking ‘orward to seeing some of these fantastical Images up close and In
person.

And If you want to know how the photographs were created, check out this video:
&= raph) ®
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hell's 'She'll Wait For You In The Shadows Of Summer’
Photo Shoot

May 14, 2015

Have over 10k followers on social media? Earn money by sharing trending stonies ke this one.
Become a Partner

I : irsty Mitchell began her photography series "Wonderland® in 2009 after the death

of her mother in November of 2008. The project was originally conceived of as a

coping exercise (simply something to do take Kirsty's mind off her mother's passing) and it He's Bullied For Wearing This To
) School, His Dad's Response Moved
would serve as a kind of homage to her mother, Maureen. Maureen had been an English Me To Tears

VIPAC VIAY 18

teacher and loved storybooks and fairy tales alike. Kirsten envisioned a photo series in
which she would create an unexplained storybook; she had no idea how the project would
grow into something much bigger. The original plan entailed a few shoots over the course
of a summer, but it eventually evolved into a five year project. In the video below, you will

get a behind the scenes look at the shoot 'She'll Wait For You In The Shadows Of Summer!

[ n'.' o S She Births A Baby Boy, But When
Google for Work ) o~ € A A m The Camera Zooms Out 1 Can Hardly

When it comes to productivity, co...  [g= “ & Hover to Expand Behew.n. ......

EAMILY VARCH 16

Secing behind the scenes of this shoot perfectly illustrates the level of intense dedication

and hard work that Kirsty puts into each of her shoots. Makeup, body painting, and

attaching costumes are all lengthy processes day-of, but Kirsty prepares for months to get -

The San Francisco Globe
Online

14.05.2015




Secing behind the scenes of this shoot perfectly illustrates the level of intense dedication
and hard work that Kirsty puts into each of her shoots. Makeup, body painting, and
attaching costumes are all lengthy processes day-of, but Kirsty prepares for months to get

cach of these elements absolutely perfect. In a blog post on her website, she explains that

some of the characters she imagines can require up to a year of planning and five months
She Was Compelled To Make This

to physically create. Alongside hair and makeup artist Elbie Van Eeden, Kirsty is creating Powerful Video. It Shook Me To The
Core

an entire alternate world for each of her characters. With roots in fashion design, costume MPACT

design/creation, and art history, Kirsty brings an almost unparalleled creative eye to her
photography; she's not so much a photographer trying to make sense of the image before
her, but rather an artist creating an imaginary world that can only be captured and

represented through a lens.
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B 2 Comments
There is nothing as comforting as a childhood bedtime story but with my PROMOTED
mother it was a little different. She didn't always wait until bedtime. STORIES

The moment | came through the door after school she would call me over to
where she was sitting with a pile of books and say: “Look at what I've found!
This is amazing.”

King of Pop-Up Books:
An interview with
Robert Sabuda
Fluxdings

Then she would start reading aloud. | would put down my bag and sit and
listen to her, slowly falling under the speil of the story.

In Conversation With
Zanita
REISS

The Telegraph Online

09.05.2015




She usead to collect beautifully illustrated old editions of unusual tales from
European folklore. Often the tales were dark and mystenous - not your typical
“nappily ever after” stories. Books such as Maonlight and Fairyland, eerily
llustrated by Brighton artist Pauline Martin and The Kingdom Under the Sea
llustrated by the Polish draughtsman Jan Plenkowsk fascinated me and
lodged firmly in my mind.

It wasn't just me who heard my mother read aloud. She was an English
teacher for more than 30 years, adored by everyone. Kids would fight to be in
her class. Her gift to me — and to the generations of children she taught — was
the joy and beauty of story-telling. That was her legacy.

* In pictures: Kirsty's incredible fairytale world

Seven years ago, in 2008, my mum died in France to where she had only
recently retired. She had called me to say she was seeing double, then the
doctors found a brain tumour. After that she declined ternfyingly quickly. There
wasn't even time to bring her home for treatment.

Her funeral was tiny. There were just 15 people there, mostly family and a few
friends.

If it had been in the UK she would have had all those generations of children
whose lives she had touched. It would have been a wonderful celebration of
an inspining person. Instead it was a dreadful, quiet, shocked goodbye in a
small village in France.

{Gammelyn's Daughter: A Waking Dream. Photo: Kirsty Mitchell)

Returning to England, | struggled greatly. We had been incredibly close. | felt
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Created as an homage to her late mother, artist Kirsty Mitchell's Wonderiand
collection consists of more than 70 dreamlike images that draws the viewer into

a fantasy land - one which Mitchell experienced as a child as her mother read
fairytales to her

Wonderiand, which was five years in the making, includes images that took up
to five months to create. The photographic series, which began as a small
summer project but grew into an inspirational exhibition, has earned Mitchell a
host of awards, and its beauty and lyricism adds a poetic dimension to the
concepts of iife and death.

Click through the gallery above to see some of Mitchell's images from the

)
-
? v exhibidon.

Wonderland by Kirsty Mitchell is at Mead Carney Fine Art gallery between 7-23
May

For more info, visit meadcamey.c
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Kirsty Mitchell’s ‘WONDERLAND’ Book
2015




Kickstarter Campaign Launch

KICKSTARTER Discover Start jo 10_09_201 5

The Wonderland Book

by Kirsty Mitchell Photography

1,430

backers

£203,643

pledged of £70,000 goal

21

days to go

Back This Project % Remind me

series, by British fine art photographer Kirsty Mitchell. Q First created | 3 backed
Q@ Kkirstymitchellphotogra...

The highly anticipated photo book of the award-winning 'Wonderland' Kirsty Mitchell Photography @

See full bio Contact me
¥ London, UK & Photobooks | Share this project



THE WONDERLAND BOOK

From the very beginning The Wonderland Series has ahways been intended as a book in memory
of Kirsty's mother Maureen. In the years it has taken to produce the project, the book has been
regarded as the final and most important aspect, one that has taken a great deal of consideration.
For this reason, despite being offered publishing contracts, Kirsty has chosen to self-publish the
Wonderland book in a manner that will fully reflect the attention to detai that is so key in her work.
Her close relationship with her international fan base has fuelled a sense of responsibility in
producing something truly special, which has led to an exciting collaboration with esteemed
British book designer Stuart Smith.

Smith Design is highly regarded in the cultural world for the innovation, clarity and exceptional
production quality of its work. Their chents include a staggering portfolio of leading names and
world famous galleries including Magnum Agency, The Tate Modern, Whitechapel Art Gallery, The
New York Gagosian Gallery. Aperture and the Prince Charles Trust to name just a few.

100k Barrier Broken ! + Staff Pick !

5 Comments W Like 30 likes
Dear friends,

| have woken up to the incredible news that we have smashed the 100k barrier overnight ! The
Wonderland Book is currently the 2nd most funded photobook in the history of Kickstarter, in
under 24 hours, and has been made Kickstarter's Staff Pick ! This is unbelievable!

Once again | am so amazed and grateful for all your support and beautiful messages. So many of
you investing in this campaign have lost loved ones, | am deeply touched by the stories you have
taken the time to share with me. | promise to try my best to respond to everyone, but for now
please know | am reading all your messages, and they mean so much.

Thank you again, | am so amazed at this overwhelming response.

X Kirsty

Photobooks
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COLLECTORS EDITION

BOX SET

The Wonderland series began in the summer of 2009, seven months after Kirsty'’s mother passed
away.

“She was an English teacher, and her life's great passion was literature and storytelling. After | lost
her I struggled greatly, | was unable to remember her without being haunted by the memories of
the hospital. So | found myself regressing to the happier times of us sharing the unusual books
she constantly colected for myself, and the generations of children who passed through her
classroom doors. In the months that followed, | decided to track down some of those oniginal
editions, completely unprepared for the emotional impact they would have as | held them in my
hand's once again. Slowly the concept of creating an unexplained storybook without words
dedicated to her, began to form. It falt like the perfect way to celebrate who she was as a person
and the legacy she left behind. If was the faded fragments of the book's ilustrations, mixed up
with dreams and my expenences through gnef that eventually formed the namative of the senes.
Ultimately it became a strange and beautiful place to remember and forget, both in the same
bittersweet moment.™  Kirsty Mitchell

All 74 of the pictures In the series are entirely real, assembled in front of the camera like small film
sets, shot out in the landscapes that sumound Kirsty's home. They are incredibly labour intensive
as Kirsty designs and creates all the costumes and props by hand. in some cases taking up to 5
months to prepare everything for one single scene. It is this approach, combined with her need to
wait for various wild flowers to bloom and seasons to change for her character's stories, that
explains why the series has taken such a long period of time and enormous effort to produce.

+ Both signed by Kirsty Mitchell.
+ Your name(s) kisted as a supporter in
the acknowledgements page of all first
edition books.

We are offering this option for those
that want to pre-order a second copy.
Please note that this will not affect the
overall total of 2000 signed standard
books.

We will contact 2l backers after the
campaign is finished to confirm name(s)
to be printed in the book.

Dec 2015 Anywhere in the

world
Pledge £750 or more
© 36 backers

Limited (214 left of 250)
LIMITED EDITION BOX SET

+ Limited Edition run of only 250.

+ Hardback Wonderland book with
Limited Edition cover.

+ Book will be signed and numbered by
Kirsty Mitchell.

+ 2 x signed Limited Edition prints. Print
paper size 36¢cm *

+ Portfolio slip case

+ Presentation clamshell box

+ Signed certificate of authenticity

+ Your name Ested as a supporter in the
acknowledgements page of all first
edition books.

*You have a choice of 5 artworks - see
campaign description for details. We
will contact you immediately after the
Kickstarter campaign closes to confirm
your choice of artwork.

Dec 2015 Anywhere in the

word
Pledge £3,000 or more

© 10 backers m

COLLECTOR'S EDITION BOX SET.

+ Limited Edition run of only 25
+ Hardback Wonderland book with
Collector's Edition cover.

+ Book will be signed and numbered by
Wirche Mtrhall
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A real life fairytale! Photographer creates enchanting series of
photos inspired by her late mother's love of storytelling

* Kirsty Mitchell started Wonderland series six years ago in memory of her mother, who died in 2008
* The series features enchanted forests and stunning costumes, including one made with 1,000 fresh flowers
* In total, she has created 74 magical images, all of which will now be published in a stunning new book

By CAROLINE GARNAR FOR MAILONLINE
PUBLISHED: 08:44, 15 September 2015 | UPDATED: 14:50, 15 September 2015

KIES3 0 G B = [ 1.8k it

When Kirsty Mitchell's mother died from a brain tumour in 2008, the Sussex-based photographer tumed to her work as a 'distraction from
the pain of reality’.

Six years on and the stunning fairytale style set of images inspired by her English teacher mother, entitled Wonderland, are set to be made
into a book of the same name.

Ms Mitchell, 39, from Surrey, said: 'l just know that the day | see my mother's name printed on the inside cover of the Wonderland book, it
will feel ke | have finally fulfilled my promise to myself and her precious memory.'

Daily Mail — Mail Online

15.09.2015

X3 +10

Readers who purchase Wonderiand book will get the chance to buy a solid bronze key, created by Derek Bayley of London
Bronze Casting

Tnis escapism grew into the concept of creating an unexplained storybook without words, dedicated to [my mother), that would echo the
fragments of the fairytales she read to me constantly as a child.
Ms Mitchell, who has a background in fashion and costume design, collaborated with hair and make-up artist Elie Van Eeden on the big set
piece portraits.
Both had full-time jobs, so they spent evenings and weekends creating props, wigs, and sets on a shoestring budget and shot in the
woodland close to Ms Mitchell's Surrey home.
Of particular interest was the natural setting, with Ms Mitchell becoming entranced with pockets of wild fiowers such as bluebells. So

was the , she would wait as long as a year to ensure their presence during & shoot.
Al the characters came to me in my dreams,' she explains. But making them come true proved even more exciting. ‘After all, it's not often
you get to stand beside an eight foot princess in the rain, or witness the dawn with a dancing circus girf on stits!
The costumes are just as breathtaking, with one shot showing a model wearing a voluminous silk coat adomed with applique blooms and
boasting a train of 1,000 flowers flowing from the bottom.




Ms Mitchell says the photos taken for her Wonderland Series were always destined for inclusion in a book, which she is self-publishing with
the help of designer Stuart Smith.
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The photographs were completad in November last year, while funding for processing the book's 74 images and for the design process
were raised via Kickstarter, with the money already surpassing initial target of £70,000 - £176,393 has been raised so far.

Ms Mitcheil's late mother, Maureen, was an English teacher who, says her daughter, spent her career inspiring generations of children with
imaginative stories and plays.

The photographic senes inspired by her life began as a small summer project but grew into an creative journey. ‘Real life became a difficult
place to deal with, and | found myself retreating further into an alternative existence through the portal of my camera,' Ms Mitchell said.

. ; ’ A . . 7

The beautiful images were taken over six years and pulled together over weekends with the help of collaborators

*ﬁ >

Although the locations look exotic, Kirsty’s photos were in fact shot in the Surrey countryside, close to her home
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The Wonderland Book: breathtaking
photography book becomes most
funded in history of Kickstarter

(Picture: Kirsty Mitchell)

Awomen's six year photography project to pay tribute to her late
mother is one of the most beautiful things you will ever see.

Kirsty Mitchell, 2n award-winning fine 2rt photographer from Surrey, lost
her Mum to 2 brain tumor in 2009.

As 2n escape from reality and a way to come to terms with the grief,
Kirsty started the deeply personal phetographic series dedicated to her
mother Maureen, with hair and make-up artist Elble Van Eeden, on 2

shoestring budget, spending years creating 2ll the costumes and props by
hand.

Metro

14.09.2015




Talking abeut her mother and the inspiration for the series, Kirsty
sald: She was an English teacher and her life’s great passicn was
literature and sterytelling. After | lest her | struggled greatly, | was unable
to remember her withcut being haunted by the memorles cf the hospital.

(Picture: Kirsty Mitchell)

‘So | found myself regressing to the happler times of us sharing the
unusuz| books she constantly collected for myself, 2nd the generations of
children whe passed through her classroem doors.”

(Picture: Kirsty Mitchell)

Slowly the concept of creating an unexplained storybeok without words,
dedicated tc her began tc form. It felt like the perfect way tc celebrate
who she was 2s 2 person a2nd the legacy she left behind.

Within months of the serles inception it quickly gained a worldwide
following as more and mere people became connected tc the works, and
the streng emotions behind them

What started 2s 2 small summer preject in Kirsty's kitchen, suddenly
arew Into a life-changing journey spanning over half a decade, filled with
extraordinary theatrical characters and bursting with 2ll the colours of the
passing English seasons.

(Plcture: Kirsty Mitchell)

Last week, Kirsty launched the Kickstarter campaign to self publish the
photos into a book and was overwhelmed by the response.

(Picture: Kirsty Mitchell)

Her £70k goal was reached In under 10 hours, with the campaign
reaching an extra £100k In just four days
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The Wonderland Book: Photographer Kirsty Mitchell Honors Her Mother Y+
Through Lavish Conceptual Portraits «, chizopner s September 13, 2 —

Fine art photographer Kirsty Mitchell’s (previously) award-winning series of conceptual portraits titled

Wonderland will soon be available as a book by the same name. Wonderland began as a small project in 2009 when

Mitchell decided to explore childhood stories shared by her mother, an English teacher, who died from cancer severa

years earlier. Models dressed in lavish costumes were shot against natural settings like deeply wooded forests to

evoke the elements of mystery and fantasy enjoyed by Mitchell's mother. While portraits from the series are Advert
extremely detailed and vivid, they remain intentionally ambiguous enough for readers to project their own stories
onto them.

The success of her first few pho

drove the artwork into uncharted territory as the photoshoots grew into

ncreas

y ornate endeavors where costumes and props for each image were sewn, painted, and assembled by

FROM

hand, requiring up to five months of prep for a

gle shot. Mitchell recounts the series’ evolution in an essay on her

website. The full collection of 74 storybook images will soon be available in an actual publication currently funding

{with wild success) on Kickstarter.

Colossal

13.09.2015
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Mitchell’s fine art photography onderland" is, without a doubt, the most

starting today, it is finally available as a book

beautiful fine art series in the world. An:

that all of the series’ millions of fans can afford and enjoy.

ting incredible fairy

rom the

Her mother was an English teacher of 30

s fondest memor

with her involved books and fair tually transformed into living art

pieces that she would design and create from start to finish before immortaliz hem

with her photography.

The final image in a word, indescribable




Until now, owning a print of one of these photographs came at a justifiably high

re—from designing the costumes and props, to actually building them

Creating each Ima:

2 and capturing the final photograph—could take as long as 5 months..

ty launches a Kick

ay ul rter campaign to raise enough mon

standard, limited edition, and collect

s edition ve ons of the award-winn Ng series anc

make Wo
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be of the highest quality, and a ad by one of the foremost

on the planet: Stuart Smith

Watch the Kickstarter video below to find out more about the project, and the three

versions of the bo
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Wonderland set here on 500px. But befo

Kickstarter and g

We don't advertise many products on IS0, and in factw at olutely nothing from telling

edge that your life will be that much richer for

you to buy this k... except the know

having it on your coffee table

First edition standard b signed by Kirsty v

acknow ements will run you ~$125 USD, Limited Edition bo (one of just 250) wi

you ~3$1,160 USD, and one of 10 s Edition box sets complete with signed prints, :
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Kirsty Mitchell's Enchanting "Wonderland" Photos Honor Her
Late Mother with a Spectacular Book

By Anna Gragert September 11, 2015 § Share This on Faceboc W' Twitter

We've been following fine ar: photographer Kirsty Mitchell for years as she revealed new chapters of
her enchanting Wonderiand series. The self-prociaimed “artist with a camera” released Image after

image of the extraordinary series, giving us a g'mpse of the amount of werk that goes nto each piece.
Now, with the completion of the series, the gfied art'st is working on releasing everything as a photo book
n memory of her late mother, the woman who inspired the series to begin with.

“She was an English teacher, and her Ife's great passicn was literature and storytelling,” the artist writes.
“After | lost her | struggied greatly, | was unable to remember her without being haunted by the memories
of the hespita.. So | found mysalf regressing to the happer times of us sharing the unusual books she
constant’y colected for myse'f, and the generat.ons of children who passed through her classroom doors.
In the menths that followed, | decided to track down some of those original edtions, completety
unprepared for the emoticnal mpac: they would have as | held them in my hands oncea agan. Slowly the
concept of creating an unexplained sterybeek without words dedicated to her, began to form. It felt like
the perfect way to celebrate who she was as a person and the legacy she left behind. It was the faded
fragments of the boox’s illustrations, mxed up with dreams and my experiences through gref that
eventually formed the narrative of the series. Utmately t became a strange and beautiful place to
remember and forges, both in the same bittersweet moment.”

Trrough this phenomenal, deeply personal, and otherwerldly series, Mitche! celebrates her mother's
iterary life. To preserve her work and the memery of her mother, the artist is now n the process of self-
publishing a phote book. In collaberation with acclaimed book designer Stuart Smith, Mitchell has
aunched a Kickstarter campaign, n an effort to gve !fe to this deta'ed dreamworld and share it witha
wide audience. The book has aready been fu'y funded and not only surpassed its initial geal of £70k, but
nearly doubled n just a matter of days. There's still a Iittle under a month left to contribute and get a copy
of the boox for yourself,

My Modern Met

11.09.2015
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- ﬂz‘ Saatchi Gallery @saatchi_gallery - 14h

&ﬂ Inspired by her mom's stories, Kirsty
Mitchell’s series Wonderland will soon be
available as a book by the same name
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The dreamlike fairytales of Kirsty
Mitchell

Written by Brennavan Sritharan

Gammelyn's Daughter

All Images @ Kirsty Mitchell

When Kirsty Mitchell's mother died, she turned to the camera to create an
alternative reality that helped her escape her grief
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For Kirsty Mitchell, photography can be an escape hatch. “The basis of that was
reality was awful and I needed to create something that allowed me to block
everything out. In 2007, my life was at a bit of a crossroads. I'd been unwell and
found myself becoming quite introverted. I picked up a camera and it became
this voice for me when I couldn't talk about what I was going through.”

When her mother Maureen was diagnosed with a brain tumour, the medium'’s

capacity for transformation helped her deal with the trauma of losing a parent.

She began her project, Wonderland, in the summer of 2009, as a small project to
help her make sense of her grief.

“The only way I could deal with it was [through] photography. It was this
absolute rage that went through me and I threw myself into something
obsessively. I started taking hundreds of photographs constantly, to lose myself
in something other than what I was dealing with.”

Comprised of otherworldly images that can feel like fragments from a buried
fairytale, Wonderland stitches together the imagery of dreams, illustration and
fables to create “a more beautiful place than...reality”

The intense colours and floral detail reflect Mitchell's personal connection to the
British natural landscape and the folkloric inspiration stems from her mother -
an English teacher whose love for storytelling is echoed in the work. While the
images are striking, they also carry a streak of melancholy that reminds the
viewer that despite the bright colours, this is a response to death.

Mitchell is now raising funds on Kickstarter for the series to be made into a book
- as it stands the project has raised over £250,000 from almost 1,800 backers.
She has built up a serious online presence - first on Flickr, and now sharing her
process with over 300,000 Facebook fans. “A lot of people ask me how to be
famous - I find it an odd concept really because 1 didn't do anything other than

produce the work. People connect with them in very intense ways because of the
emotional content in them and the story behind it




